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LET ME WELCOME YOU all to North Carolina and to Charlotte, our
state's largest city. Although Raleigh is the capital and the seat of
government, Charlotte is quickly becoming one of the South's largest
business communities. It is indeed a pleasure to be among an audience
that truly understands the role of transportation nationwide and in
individual states.

Many Americans have become accustomed to good roads, bridges,
airports, rail passenger, and other transportation services. Unfor-
tunately, as I am sure you all are aware, many take those transportation
services for granted. That is not the case for this group. You know all
too well how difficult it is to accomplish a high level of transportation in
this country, and that is what we are here to discuss.

I am pleased that we could take this chance to discuss two significant
pieces of legislation and how they will affect the future of transportation.

The Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991
(ISTEA) was a crucial piece of legislation for many states, particularly
North Carolina, which historically has been the number one donor
state in the nation. The state is fortunate to have increased its share of
the return, but ISTEA is a complex and comprehensive act, and it will
take some time to learn how to administer it. We are still in the process
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